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Dr. Rita Dev - Indian Classical Vocalist

The treasure chest of Hindustani classical music has dazzled the world for centuries and out of the
sparkling gems that have radiated the world stands out Dr. Rita Dev. She is one of the torch bearer
of the prestigious Banaras Gharana. Her mesmerizing vocals have captivated aficionados and
lovers of classical music for decades.

She bears the great legacy of the Queen of Thumri Padma Vibhushan Vidushi Dr. Girija Devi. Her
repertoire of classical and semi-classical genres includes the delicate Khayal, Thumri, Kajri, Dadra,
the colorful Holi, Tappa,Chaiti and the soul invoking divine Bhajan.

Born in the heavenly state of Assam, Dr. Rita Dev forayed into the wonderland of harmonies under
guru Shri Nirmal Acharjee. She was awarded a doctorate degree in vocal music by Banaras Hindu
University, under the sagacious guidance of Well Known Prof. Dr. Chittaranjan Jyotishi who be-
longs to the prominent Gwalior Gharana. She is fortunate to learn light classical music under the
legendary vocalist of Banaras Gharana,Guru Pt. Late Mahadev Prasad Mishra.

The Aura of her musical dexterity is evolved under meticulous guidance of Guru Padma Vibhushan
Smt. Girija Devi ji over 25 years and the epitome of her career was the approval of her potential by
her Guru for bestowing the most precious blessing “Ganda Bandhan” in the Guru and Shishya
Parampara.

Dr. Rita Dev is a TOP grade artist of the All-India Radio. an empaneled artist in ICCR, Spic Macay
and She has several popular musical presentations in Television like Mausiqi Ek Khoj, Aradhana,
Swaranjali etc. She has released several musical albums, namely Swararni, Swararpan, Swargan-
ga to her credit. She has credit to author the popular book ‘Sangeet Swarit’, published for music
learners.

In her illustrious career, she has received high appreciation in national and international level for her
soulful performances to many music festivals like, Sawai Gandharva Bhimsen Mahotsav (Pune),
Tansen Samaroh (Gwalior), Dover Lane Music Conferance (Kolkata), Baba Allauddin Khan San-
geet Sammelan (Maihar), Sangeet Ratna Abdul Karim Khan Sahab Puniyatithi Samaroh (Miraj),
Amir Khusro Music Festival (Chennai), Uttarpara Sangeet Chakra (Kolkata), Thumri Utsav 2022
(Ministry of Art and Culture, New Delhi), Brahmanaad (SZCC, Nagpur), Padmashri Phadke San-
geet Samaroh (Dhar), Sangeet Natak Academy (Lucknow), Budhwa Mangal Festival (Varanasi),
Jawahar Kala Kendra (Jaipur), HCL Music Concert (NCR, Gurugram), Pracheen Kala Kendra
(Chandigarh), VSK Baithak (New Delhi), Kajri Jhula Mahotsav (Bhopal), Gayan Parv (Bhopal), Sh-
am-ae-Awadh (New Delhi, organized by Yash Raj Films) and others.

She received highly coveted Pt. Omkarnath Thakur award, Shri H. C. Kapasi Saptak Award, San-
geet Ratna Puruskar, Swar RatnaPuruskar, Maa Sarda Samman, Pt. Shri Sripad Narayan Upasani
Sangeet Samman, Art & Culture Promotion Award, Sangeet Sakshi Samman, Baba Allauddin
Khan Smriti Samman for her dedication, performance, and outstanding contribution to music.

She is a passionate qualified musician believes to spread the music to young learners and serving
in Agra College, Agra, as Professor and Head (Department of Music).

Dr. Rita Dev believes that classical music is not a mere source of entertainment in India but an
integral part of our psyche, the filament that binds us to the divine. She is an enthusiastic artist who
brings solace to her audience’s souls.
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